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Salem Sultan Al Hajri

Photographer of the Year — HIPA 2025 M

Winner, Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum International Photography Award (HIPA)
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This portfolio showcases the work of Omani photographer Salem Sultan Al Hajri, dedicated to documenting

- and safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage of Oman and the wider Arab region through powerful

~visual storytelling. The featured projects illuminate living heritage encompassing knowledge, skills, social

practices, and everyday traditions such as horsemanship, desert life, and palm-tree culture as dynamic,

evolving expressions sustained by communities. Rooted in cultural context, human dignity, and respectful

representation, this work supports awareness, intergenerational transmission, and the long-term
preservation of cultural memory.
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Salem Sultan Al Hajri is an Omani photographer whose work focuses on
documenting Omani and Arab intangible heritage through visual storytelling. He
believes that photography is a cultural tool that preserves memory and carries the
identity of people and places into the future. His career has centered on portraying
the human story of place: people's relationship with the land and the desert, the
palm tree, horsemanship, and everyday traditions through an approach that blends
artistic precision with a strong human dimension. He has participated in local, Gulf,
Arab, and international exhibitions and has delivered specialized photography
workshops aimed at empowering photographers and deepening their connection
to their visual heritage. His work has now received recognition from cultural and
international awards, most notably being named "Photographer of the Year 2025"
in one of the world's largest photography competitions, reinforcing his belief that
honest imagery can represent cultures on a global stage.
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Winning the title of Photographer of the Year 2025

in the world's largest photography competition Hamdan bin Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum International Photography Award — HIPA

HIPAIS 2
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Salim Sultan Al Hajri 3" Place
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Desert Saga Sultanate of Oman General - Black & Whige

= @HAMDAN BIN MOHAMMED BIN RASHID AL MAKTOUM INTERNAT]
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-
AMDAN BIN MOHAMMED BIN RASHID AL MAKTOUM INTERNATIS

- HIPA Photograp
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Third-place winner in the Black & White category 2023
Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
International Photography Award
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Collaborated with National Geographic Documentary
Channel on the production of a documentary film
about the toughest seven days in the Sultanate of
Oman.

My photographic work was published in National
Geographic Worldwide 2023, with one of my images
selected as the unified cover image across all global
editions. My work was also translated and published in
DE@E‘J—?E{‘phlc a1 o National Geographic (German edition).
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Won the Medal of Excellence

at the Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid

Al Maktoum International Photography Award (HIPA) in
20109.

My photographic work was published in Digital
Camera World magazine to be published in the 2026
issue.
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Won second place in the His Highness Sheikh Mansour
bin Zayed Arabian Horse Competition 2024

Won awards in FIAP (International Federation of
Photographic Art) competitions and received
international medals and honorary distinctions.

All Rights Reserved © 2026 Salem Sultan Al Hajri 5
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Recipient of the Gold Medal and First Place worldwide
at the World Biennale of Photography in Germany,
specifically in the Black and White category for the year
2025
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Won second place in the “Palm Tree in the Eyes of the
World" competition in the United Arab Emirates 2025

L,S Ua’.‘{.))“ 9 _\gfu)“_)_gsuo UQ ‘_JQ‘)“_}S_).A“
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~ Won second place in the His Highness Sheikh
~Mansour bin Zayed Arabian Horse Competition
2024
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2024 o

Won second place in the His Highness Sheikh Mansour
bin Zayed Arabian Horse Competition 2024
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Honored by His Excellency Mahmoud bin Yahya
Al-Dhahli, Governor of North Al Shargiyah
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His Excellency Mr. Said bin Sultan Al Busaidi,
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Culture, honors
photographer Salem bin Sultan Al Hajri, 2024
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First place in the Seeb Governorate competition in
the Sultanate of Oman in 2021

Third place in the black and white category of the
Sheikh Hamdan Bin Rashid International
Photography Competition 2024

gy dudlyoigall g diylure 9 Guell 35,0l

2015 ?LQJ (Pl idebas Placed fifth in the Liwa Photography Competition in
the United Arab Emirates 2019
First place in the black and white category of the

Arab Photographers Group Award for 2015

(il @ilo) ity alo Juasl 851> e Jouan
#2024 plal clysually laied! ol2yg0 3
Recipient of the Best Documentary Film Award for 'The

Gold Maker' at the Cinema and Desert Festival for the
year 2024 ;

All Rights Reserved © 2026 Salem Sultan Al Hajri
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Three photo albums were published; each volume contains 250 photos of Oman.
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2- PHOTOGRAPHER.RU

A Russian media piece covering HIPA's special
awards, mentioning the winners (including
Salim Al-Hajri) in an international context and
Their impact on photography.

(Lwiy9) The Eye of Photography -3
wahey 2025 HIPA (e duwiyoll ddgy duagi/ las

3- The Eye of Photography (France)

A French feature on HIPA 2025 introducing

Salim Al-Hajri as Photographer of the Year,

showcasing sample works and biographical
notes in a cultural/critical framing.
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The print page of the Oman newspaper

A newspaper page with a photo-based design
(Adasat Oman) a heritage/community is
showcased through Oman Lens

a scene that combines reportage writing and
.Documentary imagery

THE EYE OF PHOTOGRAPHY

HIPA 2025 : Salim Al-Hajri élu photographe de l'année

The Hamdan Bin Mohammed Bin Rashid A1 Maktoun International Photography Award (HIPA) celebrated the 1ith
edition of its 2025 awards on the theme “Power.” Omani photographer Salim AFHajri won the title of HIPA
Photographer of the Year for his compelling documentation of Omani and Arab cultural heritage,

Recognised for both his work and s sustained comumitment to the preservation and transmission of Omani and Arab
cultural heritage. Salim Al-Hajri was named Photograplier of the Year by the HIPA Awards jury. His beginnings in
photography date back long befare he purchased his first professional camera in 2014. As a child and teenager. he developed
a sensitivity to images fhrough magazings. family trips and an intuitive apyroach o photography. When e finally ncquired
i fisst camera, e began exploring the possibilities of the melinm and quickly undesstood its arative poteutial: the ability
to give form and visibility o the stories, waditions and landscapes st mattered 1o Lim

His development was remarkably swift. Four years after his early steps. in 2018, he organised his first workshop, entirely
self-funded. In 2019, he won his first major award in Oman. From then on, his practice accelerated, notably as he began
assembling an archive that now inclndes more than 6,000 profs images. Hi ing Omani
heritage reached a milestone with a National Geographic cover feature on traditional date production. He also received the
highest award ar the FIAP International Photography Compeition as part of the Omani niational team

apsill axan ae - uabll = w

All Rights Reserved © 2026 Salem Sultan Al Hajri

i Smolan and Mark Smith receive
HIPA special awards

{25 THESPIRIT
d
OF

{! BIRDS

- oem Esmm

Muscat DailyMuscat Daily -1
32 s o (1o il Gl (spe5
e (€ S & Sy o ‘alsz_ll Jouan cably
bl g dolainlg dllaciy

1- Muscat Daily

An English-language news report announcing
Salem Al-Hajri as HIPA's "Photographer of the
Year", with an overview of his career, projects,
And focus on heritage documentation.
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Al-Arab (newspaper) -4

An Arabic news article emphasizes the
importance of Omani photographer Salim
Al-Hajri as "Photographer of the Year" by
HIPA, with details about the work and its
.Cultural significance
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8- Oman News Agency (ONA) - website

An official online news report documenting
Salim Al-Hajri's “Photographer of the Year”
win, with a detailed write-up about the award
and its significance.

All Rights Reserved © 2026 Salem Sultan Al Hajri
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6-Al Bayan (Culture section) :
A cultural feature highlighting Omani
photographer Salim Al-Hajri's achievement,
linking his win to documenting Omani identity
and heritage through photography.
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7- Emarat Al Youm (HAYATUNA page)

A newspaper page presenting the results of
HIPA's special awards and profiling the
winners, highlighting the story behind the
achievement and its cultural/artistic relevance.

8a podlobloyl

sl s g =3 sl i 5 sale
ilgpl | yadhion puSail Bayan &Sy ilalis
whaaall e ailga ay go

T s

i

v - i
guguaill seas oy glawar sjila ogjila
dunnall go dygh dlay aygild

«Bigill» §193) Anlall figally 3zilal glai cyonill xaan gy glaaas



All Rights Reserved © 2026 Salem Sultan Al Hajri

175



a3l pe39 O3yguaall GuSed idrallall Wlaiall L] cagyadl (o

sl .ddgall JSall 9 dundliall Lle (3338 y)8uan slas] I 8383 J1 vaumnd duidilly duall Cilgll Gl go38l Ll Jasll yinyg maiids 3
dudlygigall ligllall (5348 9 djigrg dudd WL Jlao Ja>g «doddio jSho Gadxd yiell 03g) pgolassil sy lgclhiwl (A Gidb 2l
08361 0l o Z3led Gl Losdg dsallall

"From Training to Global Recognition: Empowering Photographers and Celebrating Excellence"

My workshops are designed to go beyond technical training, focusing on equipping photographers to excel on the international
stage. I take great pride in my students' achievements, many of whom have found their place in society after attending these
.sessions
Several participants have earned prestigious rankings and both gold and bronze medals at major global photography salons.
.Below is a selection of their most notable accomplishments

dasinall lgally Gl oy dog)
Student Honor Roll & International Awards

/!\Lwh ONAL PHOTO SALON GRAND EURASIA 2022 /! PHOTO SALON KICEVO s \ /! MAG I C I_l FE

GERTIFIGATE CERTIEICATE CERTIFICATE GERTIFICATE CERTIFICATE

:(Mahmood Al Amri) (syelall 3900 /)gua0ll
edas e Codl” Jee e il G (FIAP) ohégisall nguaill o) gl sl o ((FCRPB Diploma) (,Jgs a3 aghs

Mahmood Al Amri:
FCRPB Diploma (FIAP): Honored by the International Federation of Photographic Art in Brazil for the work "Firewood Search".

All Rights Reserved © 2026 Salem Sultan Al Hajri 18 .
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Welcome Amal

CIRCUITS

OPEN BELGIAN PHOTOGRAPHIC CONTEST 2023 % O E H -[ ] F | B AI E

Fup s B 1PV COLD MEDA

Omani haraa
FIAP Gold medal

Amal Alameer EFIAP/S MPSA,BPSA GPU.VIPS
Seudi Arabla

Freddy Van Gilbergen, 17
13.11.2023. Chairman of the contest

- GPU

| Bold Lines

27 | Accepted - Salon Bronze medal

6th Circular Exhibition of Photography

"TOWER CIRCUIT 2020"

skomﬁgﬂ thoto salon

intertst of art phatography

PHOTOI

CAFFE

woll Joi / JoUl 5 pall

IAAP Bronze Medal: Amal Alameer (Saudi Arabia) - 3 Musketeers

Amal Alameer

- ISPV Gold Medal: Awarded at the 15th International Photographic Salon Varna, Bulgaria, for the work “Go Ahead”.

- GPU Gold Medal: Received from the Global Photographic Union in the JCM Circuits International Contest for the work “Bediya”.
- FIAP Bronze Medal: Awarded at the Skopje Photo Salon for the work “3 Musketeers”.

- Salon Bronze Medal: Awarded at the 6th “Tower Circuit” Circuit Exhibition of Photography for the work “Bold Lines”.

— First Place: Winner in the international “"Photo Café” competition.

All Rights Reserved © 2026 Salem Sultan Al Hajri
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6™ Circular Exhibition of Photography

"TOWER CIRCUIT 2020" AP AWADS @

Salon Novi Sad

FIAP 2020/125 PSA 2020-160 FSS 2020/25

IAAP Bronze Medal
Amal Alameer abid]

Salon Bronze medal - Amal Alameer, Saudi Arabia, Bold Lines

12031 ol /8)guc0ll
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internatinal contest'®F art photography : -’ B 1 A "
international contescdr art photography

YOUR RESULT: TOP B0

The site displays more accurate information. Not all
achievements are reflected in certificates.

v BLACK AND WHITE

HOME ENTRY RULES ENTRY FORM  STATUS RESULTS CONTACT US

(City of Bardejov Grand Prix make ther a slot for the photo : Martin Kucera (Slovakia) - When the |
FIAP Gold Medal ; Robin Couchman (England) = Dawn over Slovenia
SFF Gold Medal : Vincenze Di Panfila (Italy) - Witch mountain

BARDAF Gold Medal : Najla Angawi (Saudi Arabia) - Achieve my dream
BARDAF Silver Medal : Marek Gubala (Poland) - Escapa

IAAP Bronze Medal ; Mohammad Ali Salim (USA) - Sound of Silence
BARDAF Bronze Medal : Felix Shparberg (Austrafia) - Famous tree
FIAP Blue Ribbon : Debangshu Das (India) - Light Trail Muscat

FIAP Blue Ribbon : Hannu Laakso (Finland) - Quarter past seven

IAAP Ribbon ;: Amal Alameer (Saudi Arabia) - Bedya

BARDAF HM : Boris Kopaj (Sovakia) - Stokksnes

BARDAF HM : Frantidek Hereta (Slovakia) - Kralova_hola

BARDAF HM : Hatem Alrashdi [(Oman) = The tree is in the sand
BARDAF HM : Lilianna Wolnik (Poland) - Mackowa Ruda

BARDAF HM : Mariola Porgba (Poland) - Bastei

BARDAF HM : Noeleen McCormack (Ireland) - Lake Bled Sunrise

.

BARDAF Golo Medal
Najla Angawi - Saudi Arabia - Achieve my dream

BARDAF ¢ Gold Medal

AJLA ANGAWI

:(Najla Angawi) (sslSil 32 /8)g4a0ll
Adltgigdll ygidl) @bl Lol Blsy ey o)l (BARDAF Gold Medal) dya il dylasall
.35awards.com duais yuc dew3ly Gandl joxo 9 (kalle lhouao 50 Juadl dasls

Najla Angawi

- BARDAF Gold Medal: Awarded at the 7th Spring Fotosalon Bardaf International Contest for the work “Achieve My Dream”.
- World Top 50: Ranked among the top 50 photographers worldwide in the Black & White category on 35awards.com.

All Rights Reserved © 2026 Salem Sultan Al Hajri
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Project Title: The Global Threads of Heritage

A Photographic Documentation of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Oman and the World
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A comprehensive photographic documentation featuring over 5,000 images dedicated to
Archiving intangible cultural heritage in Oman and around the world. The project captures

traditions, folk arts, and ancestral crafts to preserve cultural memory and promote global
Awareness of human diversity through ethical and professional visual storytelling.

All Rights Reserved © 2026 Salem Sultan Al Hajri
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A wide-ranging Arab photographic initiative that documents the shared intangible cultural heritage of
countries across the region. The project includes traveling exhibitions and educational workshops, and aims
to present an authentic image of Arab culture on international platforms through the power of photography.

All Rights Reserved © 2026 Salem Sultan Al Hajri
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.Thank you for taking the time to view my work
Your interest and attention mean a great deal to me, and
I sincerely hope these images have conveyed to you a
glimpse of the beauty and richness of our heritage and g

culture. y-

Salem bin Sul
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